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Signature of the European Convention on Human Rights by Robert Schuman in Rome on 4 November 1950.
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Frequently asked questions

1	 Are full powers needed for every signature?

Yes. Other than the Head of State, Head of Government or Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, any person appointed by his/her government to 
sign a treaty of the Council of Europe must have full powers. Full 
powers shall indicate precisely the name and position of the person 
designated, as well as the full title of the treaty to be signed. Full 
powers must be signed by the Head of State, Head of Government 
or Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sometimes the Permanent Representative of a State has general full 
powers which allow him/her to sign all Council of Europe treaties 
without it being necessary for his/her authorities to prepare specific 
full powers for each signature. The original of general full powers 
is to be sent to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe or to 
the Treaty Office.

2	� Are there any time limits to sign
and ratify Council of Europe treaties?

No. The treaties can be signed at any time once they have been 
opened for signature. Furthermore, once a State has signed a treaty, 
it can choose to ratify it at any time afterwards. Sometimes States 
sign and ratify treaties simultaneously.

3	� When does a treaty enter into force
after its ratification by a State?

When a State ratifies a treaty, it enters into force for that State after 
the expiry of a period of time set by the treaty, usually three months. 

Once the treaty enters into force in respect of a State, it becomes 
legally binding and the State must implement its provisions.

4	� In which language do the communications
need to be made by the States?

Communications must be made in either English or French, the 
two official languages of the Council of Europe. The full powers, 
the instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, 
the text of the reservations and declarations should, therefore, be 
transmitted to the Treaty Office in one of these two languages.

If these documents are written in another language, they must be 
accompanied by a translation into English or French.

5	� When and how can reservations be made?

Provided that they are not excluded by the treaty, a State has the 
possibility of making reservations when signing a treaty.

In order to take effect, these reservations must be confirmed at the 
time of ratification of the treaty. To be valid, reservations must com-
ply with general treaty law and with the specific requirements 
imposed by the treaty concerned.

Reservations must be made no later than at the time of deposit of 
the instrument of ratification. No reservations can be made after 
the ratification.

Reservations may be contained either in the instrument of ratifica-
tion or in a note verbale from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs or the 
Permanent Representation to the Council of Europe.
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6	 Are there any compulsory declarations?

Yes. Some Council of Europe treaties specify that States must, at the 
latest when depositing the instrument of ratification, make a 
declaration which usually consists in designating a national authority 
responsible for the implementation of the treaty. Declarations may 
either be contained in the instrument of ratification or in a note 
verbale from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs or the Permanent 
Representation to the Council of Europe.

If the compulsory declaration provided for by the treaty is not made 
at the time of ratification, registration of the ratification may be 
delayed until the State concerned has submitted this declaration to 
the Treaty Office.

Example: under the Convention on Cybercrime, States are required 
to designate an authority responsible for receiving and answering 
requests for extradition and mutual assistance.

7	� Can a reservation or declaration be modified
after the ratification of the treaty?

Once a State has made a reservation at the time of ratification, 
this reservation can only be modified afterwards in a way which 
makes it less restrictive. Indeed, if a State expanded the scope of 
a reservation made upon ratification, this would amount to a new 
reservation, which according to the law of treaties cannot occur 
after ratification.

After the deposit of the instrument of ratification, a declaration which 
designates a competent authority to implement the treaty may be 
modified at any time when, for example, the State has designated 
another competent authority or when the contact details of the 
designated authority have changed.

8	� How are the signatures and ratifications
of a treaty made public?

A press release is prepared for each signature or ratification of a 
Council of Europe treaty and the website of the Treaty Office is 
updated.

When a State has signed a treaty, deposited an instrument of ratifica-
tion or made any other communication regarding a treaty, the Treaty 
Office informs all the member States of the Council of Europe as 
well as the other States or international organisations that have 
acceded to the treaty or have been invited to accede to it, through 
a notification. This information is sent by electronic means.



Some figures

On average, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
adopts 3 new treaties each year.

Every year, the Treaty Office deals with more than 350 legal acts 
related to treaties.

With over 2000 visits a day, the Treaty Office has one of the 
most visited websites of the Council of Europe.

Almost all the Council of Europe treaties are open to States which 
are not members of the Organisation. To date, 26 non-member States, 
mainly American and African (for example the United States of 
America, Costa Rica, South Africa or Senegal), have signed and/or 
ratified Council of Europe treaties in the fields of legal co-operation 
in criminal matters, environment, culture, education or sports.

Website

The text of all Council of Europe treaties, their explanatory reports, 
the status of signatures and ratifications, declarations and reserva-
tions made by States and the notifications issued by the Treaty Office 
are available on the website of the Council of Europe Treaty 
Office:

http://conventions.coe.int
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